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Amendmcp ^ Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in 

the application: 

■ ■ i. (currently amended) A low depth tray for bottles, comprising: 

a first pair of opposed walls; 

a second pair of opposed walls attached to the first pair of opposed walls to form 

a wall structure; 

a base attached to the wall structure; 

at least one interior column projecting upwardly within the wall structure, the 
at least one interior column having a height less than the height of bottles loaded in the tray ; 
and 

a plurality of interior divider walls which project upwardly from the base and 
eMuid law t ui Oil at luul urn, mluiuu aud tlu. wall -UuUu h , the each divider watts stall 
having a duubk-wallul ujimiuuliuu i^dir^rwf^ 
ending hetw~n the at least nne. interi^eohimn and the wall structure 

' wherein the divider walls/ die at least one interior column, the base, and the 

wall structure define a plurality of bottle retaining pockets, each pocket including at least one 
divider wall and sized to receive a single bottle therein. 

2. (original) The tray according to claim 1, wherein the wall structure includes 
an upper wall portion having a plurality of upwardly projecting wall columns. 

3. (original) The tray according to claim 2, wherein the wall columns and the 
at least one interior column are substantially equal in height. 

4. (original) The tray according to claim 2, wherein the wall columns and the 
at least one interior column are substantially hollow. 
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5. (original) The tray according to claim 2, wherein each wall column includes 
at least one curved surface contoured to the shape of bottles loaded in the tray, and wherein 
the at least one interior column is substantially octagonal and includes curved surfaces disposed 
on alternating sides thereof which are contoured to the shape of bottles loaded in the tray. 

6. (original) The tray according to claim 5, wherein the wall columns and the 
at least one interior column include an opening adjacent the base on the curved surfaces 
thereof 

7. (original) The tray according to claim 1, wherein the wall structure has a 
double-walled construction and includes a lower wall portion having a substantially flat outer 
wall and a generally curved inner wall. 

8. (original) The tray according to claim 7, wherein the lower wall portion 
includes a plurality of windows formed therein. 

9. (original) The tray according to claim 1, wherein the divider walls each 
include at least one curved surface contoured to the shape of bottles loaded in the tray. 

10. (original) The tray according to claim 1, wherein each of the second pair 
of opposed walls includes a handle, each handle including a cutout portion formed adjacent to 
the base, and a slot formed above the cutout portion, such that a user's fingers can be inserted 
into the cutout portion and through the slot in a palm-up orientation, and into the slot and 
through the cutout portion in palm-down orientation. 

11. (original) The tray according to claim 1, wherein the base includes an 
upper surface including a plurality of spaced bottle support areas, wherein each bottle support 
area forms part of one botde retaining pocket and includes a generally circular central portion. 
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12. (original) The tray according to claim 1 1 , wherein each bottle support area 
further includes a concave perimeter portion which at least partially surrounds the central 
portion and is attached to the at least one divider wall of the bottle retaining pocket, 

13. (original) The tray according to claim 1 , wherein the base includes a lower 
surface having generally circular receiving areas having central retaining openings sized to 
receive bottle closures therein, wherein the receiving areas are operable to guide the bottle 

* closures into the corresponding retaining openings. 

14. (currently amended) A low depth tray for storing and transporting bottles, 

comprising: 

a floor member; 

a unitary wall structure extending upwardly from the floor member, the wall 
structure having a l o wer wall p or tion including a plurality of windows formed therein and an 
upper wall porti o n including a plurality of upwardly projecting wall columns disposed between 
the windows; and 

an interior grid structure disposed within the wall structure and connected 
thereto, the interior grid structure including a plurality of first and second divider walls 
extending upwardly from the floor member and a plurality of spaced interior columns 
projecting upwardly from and interc o nnected by the divider walls, the each firsi divider watts 
wall having a double^walled constructi o n including two spaced apart, ge nerally parallel 
surfaces extending between first and second interior columns and each second divider wall 
including two spaced apart, generally parallel surfaces extending between on e of the interior 
columns and the wall structure, and the interior columns having a height less than the height 
of bottles loaded in the tray, 

wherein the interior grid structure, the wall structure, and the floor member 
together define a plurality of bottle retaining pockets each sized to receive a single bottle 
therein, and the wall columns and the interior columns each include at least one curved surface 
adapted to contact bottles received in the botde retaining pockets. 
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15. (currently amended) The tray according to claim 14, wherein the wall 
structure has a double- walled construction, the wall structure including a the lower wall portion 
having a substantially flat outer wall and a generally curved inner wall adjacent the window 
which is adapted to contact bottles received in the bottle retaining pockets. 

16* (currently amended) The tray according to claim 14, wherein the first and 




second divider walls each include at least one curved surface adapted to contact bottles 
received in the bottle retaining pockets. 

17. (original) The tray according to claim 14, wherein the columns are 
substantially hollow. 



18. (original) The tray according to claim 14, wherein the interior columns and 
the wall columns extend above the floor member a distance of approximately one third of the 
height of bottles loaded in the tray. 

19. (original) The tray according to claim 14, wherein the wall columns and 
interior columns disposed along a transverse axis of the tray each include a recess formed 
therein which extends along the transverse axis of the tray. 

20. (original) The tray according to claim 14, wherein the wall structure 
includes two handles on opposite ends thereof, each handle including a cutout portion formed 
in the wall structure adjacent the floor member, and a slot formed in the wall structure above 
the cutout portion, such that a user's fingers can be inserted into the cutout portion and through 
the slot in a palm-up orientation, and into the slot and through the cutout portion in palm-down 
orientation. 

2L (original) The tray according to claim 14, wherein the floor member 
includes an upper surface including a plurality of spaced bottle support areas, wherein each 
bottle support area includes a generally circular central portion and a concave perimeter 
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portion which at least partially surrounds the central portion and is attached to at least one 
divider wall. 

22. (original) The tray according to claim 14, wherein the floor member 
includes a lower surface having receiving areas including central retaining openings sized to 
receive bottle closures therein. 

23. (original) The tray according to claim 14, wherein the bottle retaining 
pockets are sized to receive two-liter bottles. 

24. (currently amended) A plastic low depth tray for bottles, comprising: 
abase having an upper surface and a lower surface, the upper surface including 

a plurality of spaced bottle support areas having a central portion at least partially surrounded 
by a curved perimeter portion; 

a pair of opposed end walls extending upwardly from the base, each end wall 
including a handle formed therein; 

a pair of opposed side walls extending upwardly from the base and integrally 
joined with the pair of opposed end walls, wherein the side and end walls are of double-walled 
construction and include a lower wall portion and an upper wall portion, the lower wall portion 
having a substantially flat outer wall, a generally curved inner wall, and a plurality of windows 
formed therein, and the upper wall porrion having a plurality of spaced wall columns projecting 
upwardly from the lower wall portion between the windows; and 

an interior grid structure integrally formed with the end walls and the side walls, 
the interior grid structure including a plurality of spaced upwardly projecting interior columns 
disposed along a longitudinal axis of the tray and having a height less than the height of botdes 
loaded in the tray, and a plurality of double-walled first and second divider walls extending 
upwardly from the bas e, each first divider wall including two spaced apart, generally parallel 
surfaces ami interconnecting the first and second interior columns an d each second divider wall 
including two spaced apart, generally p arallel surfaces interconnecting one of the wall columns 
and one of the interior columns, 
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wherein the interior grid structure, side walls, end walls, and base together 
define a plurality of bottle retaining pockets each sized to receive a single bottle therein , each 
pocket including a bottle support area for supporting a base of each bottle and at least one 
column and at least one divider wall for providing lateral support for each bottle* 

25. (currently amended) A stackabie low depth tray for storing and 
transporting bottles, comprising: 

a base having an upper surface and a lower surface, the lower surface including 
a plurality of receiving areas; 

a wall structure extending upwardly from the base, the wall structure including 
a lower wall portion having a lower surface and an upper surface, and an upper wall portion 
including a plurality of spaced, upwardly extending hollow wall columns; 

a plurality of spaced, upwardly extending hollow interior columns disposed 
within the wall structure, the interior columns having a height less than the height of bottles 
loaded in the tray; and 

a plurality of doubl c ^wallcd interior divider walls , each divider wall including 
two spaced apart, generally parallel surfaces which continuously join a first column portion 
and a second column portion adjacent columns to form, in combination with the base and the 
wall structure, a plurality of bottle retaining pockets each sized to receive a single bottle 
therein, 

wherein when the tray is empty and is disposed in a stacked configuration with 
a like lower tray, the columns of the tray are adapted to receive at least a portion of the 
columns of the like lower tray and the lower surface of the lower wall portion of the tray is 
adapted to be supported on the upper surface of the lower wall portion of the like lower tray, 
and when the tray is loaded with bottles and is disposed in a stacked configuration with a like 
lower tray, the bottle retaining pockets of the tray are substantially aligned with the bottle 
retaining pockets of the like lower tray, and the receiving areas of the tray are adapted to 
receive the closures of bottles loaded in the like lower tray. 



-7- 

Received from < 2483583351 > at 7/16/03 8:27:17 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] 



JUL- 16-2003 20:32 BROOKS & KUSHMAN 



2483583351 P. 09/17 



S/N: 09/S36.04* 

Reply to Office Action of March 18. 2003 



AttyDUNo. RFC 0544 PUS 



26. (original) The tray according to claim 25, wherein the wall structure has 
a double-walled construction, and the lower wall portion includes a plurality of windows 
formed therein between the wall columns. 

27. (original) The tray according to claim 25, wherein each of the wall 
columns and interior columns includes at least one curved surface contoured to the shape of 
bottles loaded in the tray. 



28. (currently amended) A stackable low depth tray for storing and 
transporting bottles, comprising: 

a base having an upper surface and a lower surface, the upper surface including 
a plurality of botUe support areas and the lower surface including a plurality of receiving areas 
substantially aligned with the bottle support areas; 

a wall structure attached to the base, the wall structure including a lower wall 
portion having a lower surface and an upper surface, and an upper wall portion including a 
plurality of spaced, upwardly extending wall columns; 

a plurality of spaced interior columns generally disposed within the wall 
structure and extending upwardly to a height less than the height of bottles loaded in the tray, 
wherein the wall columns and interior columns disposed along a transverse axis of the tray 
each include a recess formed therein which extends along the transverse axis of the tray; and 

a plurality of double-walle d interior divider wall s, each divider wall including 
Q v , o space4 aRart, sengrally parallel surfaces which interconnect adjac e nt a first one of the wall 
and interior columns with a second one of % wall and interior columns to form, in 
combination with the bottle support areas and the wall structure, a plurality of botde retaining 
pockets within the tray each sized to receive a single botde therein and having substantially 
equal center-to-center distances, 

wherein when the tray is empty and is disposed in a cross-stacked configuration 
with an upper like tray, the column recesses are adapted to receive a portion of the wall 
structure of the upper like tray, and when the tray is loaded with bottles and is disposed in a 
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cross-stacked configuration with an upper like tray, the bottle retaining pockets of the tray are 
aligned with the receiving areas of the upper like tray. 

29. (original) The tray according to claim 28, wherein the outer wall structure 
has a double-walled construction, and the lower wall portion includes a plurality of windows 
formed therein between the wall columns. 

30. (original) The tray according to claim 28, wherein each column includes 
at least one curved surface contoured to the shape of bottles loaded in the tray. 

31. (original) The tray according to claim 28, wherein the columns are 
substantially hollow for receiving at least a portion of the columns of a subjacent like tray. 

32* (previously amended) The tray according to claim 28, wherein the column 
recesses extend downwardly to the height of the upper surface of the lower wall portion, and 
the upper surface of the wall structure of the tray is adapted to support the lower surface of the 
wall structure of the upper like tray. 

33 . (original) The tray according to claim 28 , wherein each bottle support area 
includes a generally circular central portion and a concave perimeter portion which at least 
partially surrounds the central portion and is attached to at least one divider wall. 

34. (original) The tray according to claim 28, wherein the bottle support areas 
include apertures formed therein. 

35. (original) The tray according to claim 28, wherein the center-to-center 
distances between the boctle retaining pockets of the tray and the bottle retaining pockets of an 
adjacent like tray abutting the wall structure are substantially equal. 



-9- 

Received from < 2483583351 > at 7/16103 8:27:17 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] 



JUL-16-2003 20=33 BROOKS & KUSHMPN 2483583351 P. 11/17 

S/N: 09/836,045 AttyDklNo. RPCQS44 PUS 

Reply to Office Actum of March IB. 2003 

36. (currently amended) A low depth tray for bottles, comprising: 
a base; 

a wall structure extending upwardly from the base; and 
an interior grid structure integrally formed with the wall structure, the interior 
grid structure including a plurality of interior columns projecting upwardly within the wall 
structure and a plurality of first and second interior divider walls which project upwardly from 
the base for contacting bottles and int e rconnect die interi or columns and the wall MmeUuc , the 
interior columns having a height less than bottles loaded in the tray^ and each first divider wall 
defining two spaced apar t, eenerallv parallel surfaces extending between fi rst and second 
interior columns, and each second divider wal l defining two snaced apart, generally parallel 
surfaces extendin g between one of the interior columns and the wall structure fo r contacting 
bottles , 

wherein the interior grid structure, the base, and the wall structure together 
define a plurality of bottle retaining pockets capable of providing multiple four lateral contact 
points for each bottle received therein. 

37. (new) The tray according to claim 1, wherein the divider walls each 
include an upper surface connecting the two generally parallel surfaces. 

38. (new) The tray according to claim 14, wherein the first and second divider 
walls each include an upper surface connecting the two generally parallel surfaces. 



39. (new) The tray according to claim 36, wherein the first and second divider 
walls each include an upper surface connecting the two generally parallel surfaces. 
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